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In Currie Primary School Nursery we aim to  

 

 encourage enthusiasm and motivation for learning and a determination 

to reach high standards of achievement. 

 build confidence and self esteem. 

 nurture self respect and respect for others. 

 encourage an appreciation of the diversity within our communities. 

 help our pupils to make informed choices 

                           

In our Nursery Classes we provide a range of high quality activities, 

active learning and experiences to advance your child’s development and 

learning. We follow the Curriculum for Excellence set out in the City of 

Edinburgh and Scottish Executive’s Guidelines. 

 

The Care Commission inspect us regularly and we work to their National 

Care Standards. A copy of our most recent inspection report is available 

in our Parent Information Folder or on the Care Commission web site.  

 

The school and the Nursery follow The City of Edinburgh Child 

Protection Guidelines when there are concerns about a child’s welfare. 

If you wish to see these guidelines please ask a member of staff and there 

is also a range of leaflets available on Edinburgh’s website (www.egfl.net)  

 

Our Nursery is committed to working in partnership with parents to 

ensure that your child’s time with us is successful and happy. 

 

Nursery Hours 

Children may be registered for a Nursery place on their second birthday. 

They will be offered a Nursery place in the term following their third 

birthday. 

 Nursery Days (Monday - Friday) 

 Part time morning places     8.30 am - 11.40 am. 

 Part time afternoon places    12.20 pm – 3.30 pm. 
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Safety and Security 

Your child’s safety is of paramount importance to us and we adhere to the 

guidelines and policies set out by the City of Edinburgh Council and the 

Care Commission Standards for Scotland. 

 

Car Parking 

Car parking is not available to parents at drop off or collection times. To 

ensure your child’s safety please park considerately and legally. Please 

supervise all children at all times: in the waiting area, cloakrooms and 

outside the Nursery gate on the pavement.  

 

Please try to make sure your child is dropped off and collected 

promptly from Nursery each day. 

 

Out with a ten minute window either side of the drop off and pick up 

times shown above the Nursery can only be accessed using a security 

buzzer at the main school door.  

 

Registration is not complete until your child is seated with their 

Nursery group. 

The start of each Nursery session is an important time for your child to 

find out what experiences are available and to take part in group times so 

that they can get the maximum benefit from being at Nursery. 

 

Every day we must make sure that all of our pupils are either in school 

or a parent has contacted us to report an absence. This has very 

important child safety implications and we must make every effort to 

ensure we know the whereabouts of every child. If your child is going 

to be absent from Nursery please let us know before 8.30 am for both 

morning and afternoon places. If circumstances change throughout the 

day then a call to the school is required. The phone line and absence 

answering machine are open all night so you can make the call the night 

before or as early as you want before 8.30 am.  

 

If you do not contact us we will try to reach you by the method we have 
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agreed with you and record that we have done so. If we are unable to 

contact you and have any cause for concern in respect of your child’s non- 

appearance the Head Teacher will take appropriate action to follow up the 

absence and record those actions.  

 

If your child is unwell at Nursery we will contact you so they can be 

taken home. Please ensure we have up to date contact details including an 

emergency contact. 

 

Collecting your child 

When you register your child we ask that you complete a form detailing 

anyone who may collect your child from Nursery. You can add or remove 

names from this list at any time. Adults collecting your child must be on 

the list you have provided. If this is not the case the Nursery must be 

informed in writing. Anyone dropping off or collecting a child from Nursery 

must be over 16 years of age.  

Without your written consent we cannot let a child leave with anyone 

other than their parent.  

 

At the end of the session our staff need to prepare for the next day. 

They also attend meetings and training opportunities after Nursery so 

please be punctual when collecting your child. It can be very distressing 

for your child seeing all of the other boys and girls going away home if they 

are left at Nursery. If you are unavoidably delayed please let us know by 

telephone. 

 

The First few days coming to Nursery is a big step for you and your 

child. Please remember to be very positive so that your child won’t pick 

up any anxiety you may feel! 
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The settling in period varies for every child and staff will discuss this 

with you. The first day is a short visit of about one hour and you may stay 

in the Nursery with your child. In consultation with the staff you will plan a 

gradual settling in programme where you can withdraw for increasingly 

longer periods of time whilst your child becomes accustomed to being in 

the Nursery.  

 

It is very important to ensure that your child is secure and happy 

before expecting them to stay for a full Nursery session without your 

support. 

 

It is also important that you feel confident that your child will be 

happy and have the best possible experiences of early education, so 

don’t hesitate to talk to staff and ask any questions you may have.  

Our staff are all very experienced and well qualified to advise you so that 

the move to Nursery will be as smooth as possible for you and your child. 

 

By working together and building a good relationship that ensures 

communication between our Nursery team and your family we will 

endeavour to provide the best early years learning experience possible 

for your child. 

 

What will my child do at Nursery? 

 

Our Nursery Class follows the national curriculum (A Curriculum for 

Excellence) set out in the City of Edinburgh and Scottish Executive’s 

Guidelines. Nursery education is recognised as a key stage of Early Years 

education and our child centred approach to learning through play includes 

a range of carefully planned activities and learning experiences. Staff are 

experts at looking at each child’s interests and abilities and matching them 

to activities and learning experiences to meet that child’s needs and 

extend their learning. The curriculum is the same for both morning and 

afternoon sessions and is differentiated to meet the developmental needs 

of individual children and to stimulate their interests. 
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The Curriculum for Excellence 

The curriculum for excellence provides an overarching philosophy and 

framework that informs all learning experiences in the Nursery and 

addresses the holistic development of children and young people against 

four capacities: 

 

 

Successful Learners 

Confident Individuals 

Responsible Citizens  

Effective Contributors 

 

By using the Early Years curriculum and its evaluation we are able to ensure 

breadth and balance, and experience in all areas of intellectual, social, 

emotional and physical development.  

 

Active learning is learning which engages and challenges children’s thinking 

using real-life and imaginary situations. It takes full advantage of the 

opportunities for learning presented by: 

 

spontaneous play 

planned, purposeful play 

investigating and exploring 

events and life experiences 

focused learning and teaching 

 

All areas of the curriculum can be enriched and developed through play. 

 

In Nursery children are working at the Early Level of A Curriculum for 

Excellence which continues until the end of Primary 1. This ensures better 

continuity between pre-school and Primary 1 experiences, especially in 

learning and teaching approaches. Learning is organised into the following 

curricular areas: 
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Health and Well-Being 

Mathematics 

Sciences 

Social Studies 

Expressive Arts 

Technologies 

Religious and Moral Education    

 

Behaviour 

 

Children are encouraged to develop a responsible attitude to their own 

behaviour and to be aware of the feelings and needs of others. Staff 

will use positive behaviour strategies to model and encourage the type of 

behaviour that is acceptable in our Nursery. Praise and rewards such as 

stickers and special privileges are used to encourage children to behave 

appropriately and staff will deal sensitively with any lapses so that children 

understand why their behaviour was not acceptable. Should your child’s 

behaviour become a cause for concern we will contact you so that we can 

work together. 

 

The Four Bees 

All children in the Nursery are encouraged to look out for these helpful 

creatures and model their behaviour on them. 

 

Be Busy 

Be Safe 

Be Kind 

Be Gentle 

 

What to wear…… 

Your child will have the chance to take part in lots of different activities, 

both indoor and out, including; arts and crafts, water and sand, dancing, 

cooking and gardening! Please send them to Nursery in clothes that they 

can move in easily and that you won’t mind getting messy. We have ‘pinnies’ 

for messy play but there is always a bit that gets splashed! Parents are 
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asked to provide a change of clothing when necessary. Children are 

required to wear sensible shoes in Nursery and should have a PE kit to 

change into when taking part in physical education. 

 

Out and About 

Children are out and about almost every day in Nursery – either in the 

playground or visiting places in the local community like the Library. Please 

make sure your child has suitable clothing and footwear for the weather! 

Please provide a sun hat and sun cream in the summer. 

 

Please Remember 

We will be encouraging your child to be more independent with dressing and 

using the bathroom so please dress them in clothes they can manage easily 

– elasticated trousers and skirts are great! 

Please put your CHILD’S NAME inside ALL of their clothing. 

 

Please do not allow your child to bring toys into Nursery as loss or 

damage can be very distressing. Sometimes we may ask children to bring 

in things as part of a topic but we will advise you of this. 

 

Healthy Eating  

At Currie we encourage all our children to eat a healthy and well balanced 

diet. Children are offered a healthy snack in the morning and afternoon. 

This may include: fruit, cheese, milk, yoghurt and wholemeal bread. Please 

be sure to let us know if your child has a special diet or allergies. 

 

Children pay the equivalent of £1.00 per week for their snack and for 

Nursery funds. It is collected once per term through our online payment 

system. Details of the system are enclosed. Nursery funds are used to 

benefit all Nursery children and help with costs for outings and special 

visitors and events.    

 

 

 

 



 

 9 

Health and Hygiene 

 

If your child is unwell at Nursery we will contact you so they can be 

taken home.  

It is very important that staff are informed of any medical conditions, 

including allergies, that your child may have as soon as they come into 

the Nursery. Arrangements for administering medicines should be 

discussed and agreed on an individual basis with all the relevant permission 

forms completed. 

 

Please do not hesitate to speak to staff if you have any questions 

about your child returning after an illness. As a general rule children 

should not return after a bout of sickness until they have been free of 

symptoms for 48 hours. There is further advice in our Parent Information 

Folder. 

 

Accidents will happen… 

If your child has an accident or is injured at Nursery, staff who have 

completed their emergency aid training, will deal with minor injuries. Staff 

will inform you of any accident and ask you to sign the Accident or Incident 

Book when you collect your child. 

 

If professional medical care is considered necessary or your child is unfit 

to complete the Nursery session then we will contact you or your named 

emergency contact. If a serious accident occurs and it is impossible to 

contact either parents or emergency contacts the child will be taken to a 

doctor or hospital without delay. Please ensure our emergency contact 

details are kept up to date by informing us promptly of any changes. 

 

Visits and Outings 

The local environment is an excellent source of learning experiences that 

include visits to the library, recycling and posting letters or just watching 

the seasons change! Risk assessments for all outings are completed to 

ensure children’s safety. You will be asked to complete an EE2 form at the 

beginning of session to cover your child going on local outings. An extra pair 
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of hands is always welcome so please look out on our notice board for 

details and let us know if you can help. 

 

 

How is my child doing? 

If you want to talk to a member of the Nursery team about your child’s 

development or any other concerns you might have please do not hesitate 

to ask for a meeting. 

 

Staff will be building up a personal learning plan of observations, examples 

of work and special achievements for each child throughout their time in 

Nursery. You will be invited to share and add to these in your child’s ‘All 

About Me Book’.  

At the end of each year a progress report will be written based on these 

profiles and this will be sent home. You will also be offered two parent 

consultations with your child’s Nursery teacher during the year. 

Your child’s progress report is also shared with their Primary 1 teacher to 

provide useful information and continuity. This helps to ensure a smooth 

transition into Primary School. 

 

Onwards to Primary One! 

Pupils whose 5th birthday falls between 1st March and 28th February of the 

following year are eligible for admission to Primary 1 on the first day of 

the autumn term. In November adverts appear in the local press and 

schools advising you to contact your local school and enrol your child. If you 

live out with our catchment area you should contact us to talk about 

placement at this time. 

If you have any questions about this please contact our school 

administrator on 0131 449 3359. 

 

During the final term of their pre-school year there are many events and 

activities designed to prepare your child for Primary 1. These include 

getting to know their new teacher, visiting different areas of the school 

and trying out their new classroom. You will also be invited to meetings 

about the move to school. 
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Devolved School Management 

Currie is involved in devolved school management. The school manages 80% 

of its budget. The school has responsibility for minor maintenance and 

energy costs as well as certain staffing costs and staff cover budgets. 

Further responsibility will be devolved to schools in future years. The Head 

Teacher manages the budget and has to keep staff and Parent Council 

members informed of costs and planned expenditure. All parents whose 

child attends Currie Primary School and Nursery are members of the 

Parent Forum and are represented on the Parent Council. 

 

Comments and Complaints 

 

If you wish to make any comments or complaints, please contact Sally 

Hourston Head Teacher on 0131 449 3359 in the first instance. 

 

You may wish to contact                      or 

 

The Children and Families Department  

City of Edinburgh Council 

Waverley Court  

4 East Market Street 

0131 200 2000 

 

Care Commission,  

South East Region at 

Stuart House,  

Eskmills, 

Musselburgh, EH21 

7PB. 

0131 653 4100 
 


