
Currie Primary Parent Council AGM – 16th September 2020  
 

Attendees 
1. Faeza Nagi 
2. Amelia Emma Pollard 
3. Beatrice Alex (BA) 
4. Caroline Brown (CB) 
5. Louise Illingworth (LI) 
6. Jane Robinson (JR) 
7. Joanna Hamilton-Rigg (JH) 
8. Katrina Williamson 
9. Margret Campbell (MC) 
10. Martin Thomson (MT) 
11. Michelle McAndrew (MMA) 
12. Sally Houston (SH) 
13. Susan Crow (SC) 
14. Vicky Parsons (VP) 
15. Neil Mckenzie (NM) 
16. Barry Shields (BS) 
17. Michayla Greig (MG) 
18. Richard Matthews (RM) 
19. Susan Donnachie (SD) 
20. Beth Uqhart 
21. Carol Cairns  
22. Danny Fraser (DF) 

 

Welcome 
VP welcomed all and extended thanks to last parent council chair/deputy chair & parents who have 
supported parent council in previous years. Mr. Duncan Fraser had been a regular member of our 
forum in the previous years and his support and time has been very much appreciated.  

VP provided a brief summary of our last meeting in August that had been focused on feedback and 
in connection with return to school. It had been very helpful. Minutes of last meeting were 
approved. 

 

Head Teacher’s Reports 
School Roll /Staff Update 
- Current School roll is at 518 and nursery is at 58 
- SH shared staff update. She extended thanks, and appreciation to Mrs Griffin, early year 

practitioner at CPS nursery. Mrs Griffin will be moving to Longstone nursery as CPS no 
longer runs term time care model. 

- SH updated regarding interviews being held for two new PSA posts.  



- Miss Carr is transitioning to pupil support officer and is currently attending training. 

Budget  
- Any additional budge this session is being used for playground resources, IT hardware or 

applications, including online learning programs. 
- Schools current stock of IT equipment such as iPad includes a big bulk of devices not fit 

for new applications like of MS teams. MC said only 94/234 IT equipment can be used 
for TEAMS. 

- JR reminded, there is money still available that PC had allocated for school resources but 
not yet consumed. This can be used for iPads. IT equipment has been fundamental 
during lock down, and also for any pupil who may not have it available at home.  

- RM said we can discuss this with treasurer’s report further in the meeting. 
- SC asked if kids can bring iPad from home. MC confirmed school is not able to connect 

any external appliances so this will not be possible. 

COVID-19  
- Sally discussed different activities and routines that have been introduced as a result of 

social distancing and to contain spread. 
- Children work in class bubbles and remain in their bubbles during lunch or break.  
- Zones are working great. There are 10 zones available, for 9 classes. With winter months 

coming, it may get challenging to utilize all zones, and school may need to use other 
possible spaces as alternative. 

- SH extended thanks to all staff, including MC as she has been keeping on top of all risk 
assessments – these have been done for kids, staff etc. 

- SH and MC working to look at options suitable to arrange parent’s night, in the new 
circumstances. 

- PE is now taking place at more regular basis.  
- School will be looking at using TEAMS more in school to encourage ease of use for pupil 

and families.  
- VP asked if PE is scheduled for a specific day in the week. SH said it will be clearer in 

coming days. For older classes, it depends on Mrs Elliot (PE Teacher’s) availability – it will 
be mostly for P6 and P7 with her. Other classes will also engage in PE, but it must be 
adjusted with weather and other factors. 

- Question was asked if pupil can bring change of clothes for PE. SH said she would send 
comms out again to clarify that pupil are still not allowed to bring any clothing change or 
extra items. 2 hours of PE a week is not compulsory at this time. Guidance is for outdoor 
activities as much as possible, if possible. Activities may not be very athletic but will be 
engaging and enjoyable for the pupils. 

- Friday is a busy day, SH asked for parent council & parents’ view should P1 & P2 are off 
15 minutes earlier – LI said that some parents may not be able to accommodate this 
with work arrangements. SC suggested asking adults to use protective covering in the 
playground or congested passages. CB suggested carrying out a poll with P1/P2 group. 
BA raised concern with children taking bus to have hang about 15 mins earlier unless 
driver could accommodate earlier. JR reminded use of one-way system to exit and 
return to wait in field if any parents need to wait or meet older kids. SH said for now she 
will resend coms about single adult in playground, one-way system and use of mask 
suggestion. 

- SH said no new update on hot lunch received from the authorities yet. 



- Teachers are working through assessment of pupil to evaluate any needs that may have 
developed for support in previous months. 

- Health and wellbeing of staff is another key priority for the school management that is 
being closely monitored and supported. 

- There can be a session arranged to support parenting in the new circumstances. This will 
require funding that PC may be able to support.  

- Concerns were raised on busy road and if there is possibility for road closure to widen 
the walkway at school times. JR said it may be worth taking up with local councillors, 
may be Sue Webber. MC said she has been in touch with Sue. She said it couldn’t 
happen, however PC can take it further with Sue.  

- MMA updated on the school nursery 
- Leaving of Mrs griffin will be big setback for the nursery. Her support and work for 

the school and pupil has been tremendous over 24 years. Her role has been 
advertised. 

- A new trainee has been appointed in the nursery. 
- Temp early year assistants have also joined the nursery team.  
- 2 early year practitioners joining the team soon. 
- 1 domestic help starting next week to help with lunches. 
- School will be moving to 1140 hours but waiting for authority to confirm on this. 
- Some Monday/Tuesday parents will be offered Friday flexible hours to allow make 

up for Monday holidays. 

 

Treasurer report… 
- New signatory confirmed March 2020. 
- First Bank Statement received 23rd June 2020. 
- Latest Bank Statement Balance £2,271.71.  
- Income = £0.00, Expenditure = £82.00. Year End – 31st March 2021. 
- RM will be arranging for more new signatories to be added. 
- From current balance £2,000 have been allocated to help with ‘Return to school’. 
- Possibilities for using this fund are new tables and benches for playground, Hive of 

Wellbeing Learning sessions or iPad as discussed earlier in the meeting. RM will liaise 
with school and committee to confirm the final details. 

- SC asked if iPads are available to school on discount. MC confirmed school can get 
discounted price through Council’s arrangements in place. 

- CB asked if instead of Apple iPads school could consider tablet from another 
manufacturer. MC said it may be possible however she shared it may not be most 
straight forward from management and IT security/access perspective to use other 
devices such as android devices, as the current IT system is setup for Apple devices. CB 
also suggested to check with cluster schools, if they are using another manufacturer. CB 
suggested may be fund raising can be arranged to support the funding. 

 

Parent Council Co chairs’ update 
- VP introduced herself and JR as the new co-chairs elected at the EGM in June 2020. 
- VP has children in P7, P5 and P1. JR’s children are in P5, P3 and P1.  



- VP highlighted the Facebook forum page, encouraging to make use of it as preferred 
medium of communication between parents and PC, reps and PC, and all. SC highlighted 
that not all parents are not aware of the details of FB forum. FN will arrange for comms 
to be sent out again with the link to forum. Forum details are also available on school 
website under parent council section. BA shared concern for parents that are not on FB. 
JR reassured the use of other communication tools as we do and will continue to use.   

- PC is aware and concerns at lack of school crossing patrol on forth view crescent 
crossing. VP also shared awareness about David, who has been patrolling at Riccarton 
Avenue crossing. David will be retiring at Oct mid-term break. PC has already and will 
again contact the authorities to back fill the posts as soon as possible.   

- PC wants to encourage, information to be discussed via channels like fb or through reps. 
It is often possible to get a quicker resolution this way rather than waiting till PC 
meeting. 

- RM was elected as treasurer and FN was re-elected as secretary last AGM in Sept 2019. 
- 2 new roles were added:  

o Communications Office: This role will be focusing on FB communication, 
communication to C&B News and other external forums. CB introduced the role, 
welcoming any further suggestions to include in this role’s responsibilities to further 
enhance PC connections and communications.  

o High School build Liaison Officer: This role is in relation to creating conduit between 
CCHS and CPS parent body. Before lockdown, Council was discussing the plans and 
proposals for Currie Community High School build. There was a lot of feedback 
requested back n forth from the council and not always reached all parents. It would 
be great to have a dedicated person/nominee to keep on top of this build and have 
representation of views of our school parents. Barry Shields (BS) is interested to 
assist on this role. BS thanked CB for the details of roles and confirmed he will be 
happy to support. 

- VP said we would like to formally elect the roles. If there are any interested. 
- VP nominated Caroline Brown as the Communication officer and Barry Shields as High 

School Build Liaison officer. Jane seconded.  

 

2020-21 Year Group Reps 
- VP highlighted importance of year group reps as they play fundamental role in the 

communication and support to the school and all parents.  
- BA mentioned an additional note of interest was received from P5. It has been added to 

below. 
- Below Reps were confirmed (bold) or have carried forward from last year 

Ø P7 - Katrina Williamson & Beth Urquhart 
Ø P6 - Pauline Campbell 
Ø P5 - Mhairi Brannan, Beatrice Symington & Julie Paterson 
Ø P4 - Michayla Greig & Willeke Keijsers 
Ø P3 - Louise Illingworth 
Ø P2 - Joanna Hamilton-Rigg & Carol Cairns 
Ø P1 - Stacie Lothian & Sam Bertram 



Ø Nursery - Jennifer Cowan & Lisa Huggard 
 

Year Groups Feedback 
- JR requested for next time if reps could share the questions/concerns ahead of the meeting 

to improve the feedback and turnaround time to answer as many concerns as possible. 
- One of the queries received was about Parent’s night. MC and SH are looking to finalize a 

suitable medium to conduct the consultations (MS Teams, another council approved forum 
or phone call). Council has recently got a new platform/app that can be used to 
arrange/schedule and conduct the meeting. School will need to evaluate further. 
Consultations are expected to take place roughly at same time as usual. Staff has also 
indicated a meeting would be useful and face to face platform will be preferable. School will 
send out communication as soon as details are finalized. 

- A query regarding the length of time allocated to eating lunch was discussed. It was 
previously discussed this wasn’t the case however feedback continued to highlight this as an 
issue. SH shared school has been providing ample time to allow for lunch but must allocate 
time for outside /playtime as per guideline. Menu is not set by school but by the council. 
Sometimes lunch portions may be too big to finish in time. 45 mins are allocated for the 
lunch. P1& P2 usually start 15 mins earlier.  School must allow for outdoor time when 
possible to allow zones to be available for use of all classes, so lunches are arranged to 
accommodate this as well. SH will remind teachers to consider allowing as much time 
possible for eating and if possible, to allow time when pupils are back from outside. There 
was also concern about items not easy for children to peal themselves. SH will inform staff 
responsible for ordering food to consider items that are easier for children to deal and 
ensure quality remains paramount. 

- VP asked when the portion of broken trim trail will be fixed. MC/SH confirmed that fix is 
expected soon. No date is confirmed but it’s on track. 

- JH shared feedback from P2. Concern was raised by a parent with regards to windows 
always open in the class, and it may be difficult for when colder weather comes. SH said its 
per recommendation of health guidelines to allow flow of fresh air.  

- Another concern was raised for stains from paint and if we know when aprons will be 
allowed. SH said there is no clear indication when this will be allowed. 

- Learning journals are still pending update to reflect current school year. School was waiting 
on admin work from learning journals, its coming to close now and update will be made 
shortly. 

- MG from P4 asked when the bags will be allowed again. SH clarified its council policy to not 
allow bags, not local to our school. Every school within council has its own circumstances, for 
example Juniper Green Primary has lockers so it may be possible for their pupils to bring 
bags and keep in the lockers. The reason for not allowing bags is to allow social distancing. 
Bike and scooters were allowed back under consideration if it doesn’t cause issue with 
congestion or access paths to school. However, bags are not yet considered.  

- JR raised if information from the meeting is ok to be shared at school year pages in addition 
to minutes. SH said she has no objection; however, it would be preferable for one person to 
draft and share so that comms is consistent. 

- SC asked if school had COVID-19 positive case and will school let parents know if there is 
one. SH said our school not had any positive cases. There were number for absences due to 
cold, but this has reduced gradually, and no positive result outcomes received. MC added 
that Health protection team leads the communication when there is a confirmed case. They 



would ask for seating plans and act as per their guidelines. However, information on positive 
test may not be shared with everyone to respect privacy and is handled by the protection 
team. 

- SC asked where Parent council gets it funds from. RM informed PC gets a fund of approx. 
700£ annually from council. We are expecting allocation for 2020 to be transferred to us 
soon.  

- Question was asked if there is an order whether school lunches or home pack lunch are 
given same time. SH said it is possible for school lunches to arrive slightly late due to factors 
like logistics, items on menu that day, guidelines around how long before items can be taken 
out of fridge etc. Kitchen staff are working hard to minimize it and she will pass the 
feedback. 

- Martin T shared his P1 wants home lunch to be able to eat it on carpet rather than school 
lunch that gets eaten on the table. SH said this is likely for P1 as there are not enough 
tables/chairs in P1 classes. SH will find out from the teachers more on this.  

AOB 
- DF added P1-P3 pickups are very busy and if it can be staggered. SH said school can 

accommodate this but as earlier discussed we will send reminder comms to adhere to 
guidance on covering and limit 1 adult to see if helps to manage the situation. 

- VP said we will try to share reports from HT/PC/Treasurer ahead of time. JR thanked the 
attendees who joined. We can may be look at focusing theme for future meetings and utilize 
them to also support school with any initiative they would like to have support for. Parents 
could help with their experiences they have from their day jobs and others.  

- SH highlighted and thanked support from Currie Men shed, who have provided P1 play 
equipment, like mud kitchen & bus. SH also added that if parents or PC would like any 
further information or another area covered by school in the future meetings, she would be 
happy to include. 

- Susan Donnachie – PTA Chair shared about the courses that can be signed up from Connect’s 
website (https://connect.scot). These should be available for all parents as well as for PC 
committee.   

- VP – asked when it would be ideal to come into school to pass a gift parents have arranged 
for Mrs Griffin and email to pass on messages to her. MMA said this can be arranged for VP 
to meet with Mrs G socially distanced in nursery playground.  

 

DNOM  
No dates yet confirmed, however PC meetings will take place in the following months. Dates 

will be shared soon, as well as posted to the school calendar. 

- November 2020 
- January 2021 
- March 2021 
- May 2021 

 



Close 
- VP&JR, on behalf of all parents, thanked school for the hard work and support they have 

provided to pupils and parents of Currie Primary School. 
- SH also thanked for support likewise. She added appreciation to all attendees for taking time 

to attend the meeting.  


